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yielded high wages; and there were woollen manufactures
round Chipping Norton at the edge of the Gotswold Hills.
Elsewhere the county was predominantly agricultural. It grew
much fruir as well as corn, and had excellent pastures for cattle.
Burford was famous for saddlery, Banbury for cheese as well as
cakes, and Henley in the south-east for malt. Oxford city pro-
duced scholars, but at this time none too efficiently, as Jeremy
Bentharn and Edward Gibbon among others have austerely
explained.
Travelling on towards the South, our wanderer would reach
Berkshire, again a mixed agricultural economy. Here were
many sheep on the downs, as well as cattle, with corn-growing
in the valleys, of which some were very fertile, and plentiful
woodlands of oak and beech. Here too had been an active
textile trade, though it was now decaying. Reading was
famous for canvas for the sails of ships, as well as for malt.
Newbury still made broadcloth, as it had done since the Middle
Ages. Round Windsor was a country noted for cattle as well
as forest timber.
Of counties south of the Thames, Surrey alone is left. Here
again we touch London, with Southward expanding rapidly
to the south, and the other villages along the riverside becom-
ing considerable places and joining up to form a continuous
line of building from Greenwich to Wandsworth. Gentle-
men's and rich merchants' seats were abundant in the country
round London. Wimbledon, Richmond and Croydon were
flourishing places, and Epsom Spa a pleasant village of
popular resort for many amusements besides the racing. Over
the county as a whole large estates abounded. Agriculturally,
Surrey mingled barren heaths in the centre with rich soils near
its borders. Corn and walnuts and vegetables were grown,
and sheep and cattle raised. Reigate produced fuller's-earth,
and there were a few scattered remnants of a decaying manu-
facture of textiles round Guildford and Godalming. But
mainly the county was agricultural, and dominated by the
gentlefolk, except where it had been sucked into London's orbit.
In Buckinghamshire, our traveller would have reached the
proverbial county of "bread and beef." Its chief activities
were directed towards supplying London with corn and cattle.